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The 20th conference of the Spanish Society of Emergency Medicine (SEMES) was held
this past June. On the occasion of this anniversary, the 3 presidents who have led SEMES
during these first 20 years of activity offer their personal account of the society’s
progress, highlighting both achievements and challenges for the future. Well-deserved
thanks are given to all those who have contributed to the organization of the societys'
meetings and to their ever-growing excellence. [Emergencias 2008;20:353-358]
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On the occasion of the celebration of the 20th
congress of the Spanish Society of Emergency
Medicine (SEMES) we thought it opportune to
have a look back to review, albeit only summarily,
the institutional work of our society since its foun-
dation, a history which has been coupled in time
with the annual SEMES conference. Previous arti-
cles in EMERGENCIAS have covered specific as-
pects of our society and our conferrences*s,
nonetheless the accumulated perspective now, 20
years later, probably allows a weighted balance
with an historical sense of the evolution which
SEMES has followed during this period. Although
all the authors subscribe to the present article, we
believed it pertinent to structure it in three sec-
tions written in the first person by each of us, co-
inciding with the period during which we have
had the honour of presiding over this Society
(Figure 1). We do not intend to make a detailed

analysis of the many achievements that SEMES
has made during these years (the Certificates of
Emergency Medicine — CMU, the certificate of
Emergency and Emergency Care Nursing — CTES,

Figure 1. Los presidentes de SEMES. De izquierda a derecha,
Luis Jiménez Murillo (2001-actualidad), José Millad Santos
(1989-2001) y Emilio Moreno Millan (1988-1989).
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E. Moreno Millan et al.

Table 1. Year, location of congress, theme and Presidents of the 20 SEMES congresses

Year Location Theme President Organising Committee  President Scientific Committee
1988 Palencia One minute, one life in expert hands. Carlos Buisan Garrido (Medicine) Emilio Moreno Millan (Medicine)
M. Frutos Martin (Nursing) C. Alvarez Plaza (Nursing)
1989 Reus-Salou José Milla Santos (Medicine) Antoni Bertran (Medicine)
E. Andrés (Nursing) M.P. lruretagoyena (Nursing)
1990 Cérdoba Luis liménez Murillo Francisco Alvarez Garcia (Medicine)
Consuelo Alvarez Plaza (Nursing)
Urbano Garcia-Arias (Technicians)
1991 Murcia José Leal Manzanera Juan Jiménez Guillén
1993 Madrid José Milla Santos No specified (25 members)
1994 Pamplona Ignacio Sanchez Nicolay Mariano Martinez Vergara
1995 Oviedo Francisco del Busto Prado José Manuel Arribas Castrillo
1996 Las Palmas de Domingo Cabrera Dominguez Carlos Mora Lourido
Gran Canaria
1997 Sitges José Milla Santos Jordi Klamburg Pujol
1998 Zaragoza José Luis Casado Martinez P. Cia Gomez
1999 A Corufa Ana Martinez Bugallo Francisco José Aramburu Vilarifio
2000 Santander Emergencias as a system Luis Garcia-Castrillo Riesgo Manuel S. Moya Mir
of Integral care
2001 Céadiz The emergency of time Julian Lépez Alvaro Francisco Javier Montero Pérez
2002 Bilbao The emergency: common space Mikel Martinez Ortiz de Zarate Marta Alvarez de Arcaya Vitoria
2003 Valencia The emergency in progress J. Salvador Rubini Puig Luis Lopez-Andujar Aguiriano
2004 Marbella Emergencies: meeting point Gabriel Pérez Cobo Rogelio Molina Ruano
2005 Palma de Humanisation of emergency care Antonio Gomez de Tejada Gimeno M2 Angeles Lecifiena Esteban
Mallorca
2006 Madrid Emergencies: from the metting pot Manuel S. Moya Mir Salvador Juéarez Alonso
of specialities to the single speciality
2007 Tarragona Emergencies: Voluntas omnia vincit Manuel R. Chanovas Borréas Oscar Mir6 i Andreu
2008 Salamanca Emergencies: special universe Tomés Toranzo Cepeda José Ramon Casal Codesido

the creation of numerous work groups in the
main line of interest in emergency medicine, the
diffusion of regulated training activity and an un-
countable number of activities which are under-
taken thanks to the effort of Autonomic-SEMES
are of note), but rather, this will be an amalgam
of recollections and reflections which have no
other pretension than to commemorate these 20
congresses in which SEMES has been founded,
grown and developed. The posters (Figure 2) and
the themes (Table 1) are mementos which have
accompanied our meetings. We would also like to
express our recognition of those who have
presided the Organising and Scientific Commit-
tees (Table 1). Without their effort and that of
their collaborators on these committees none of
this would have been possible or would have
been the same.

Emilio Moreno Millan: Palencia, 1988

We will start from the beginning. The second
half of the 1970s saw the rapid development of
the Spanish healthcare network of the prevailing
Social Security System, especially at the hospital
level. Repeated demands for healthcare originat-
ing from the epidemiological and demographical
changes, social demand and the time factor, were
progressively appearing and urgently required a

new model of care. This model should have a
doctrinal body, infrastructure and resources (that
is, a new Speciality) which would require unifying
criteria, debate on alternatives and decisions re-
garding management tools. It was therefore es-
sential to create a scientific society, with a period-
ic journal and an annual conference which would
satisfy the growing needs of the citizens and the
professionals working in these emergency services
and departments.

This was the only objective which a group of
friends proposed. And, in turn, the challenge of
achieving this in the healthcare reality of our
country, with its similarities and differences, re-
specting those conveyed by the autonomous
communities where there was not yet a Ministry
of the branch. It was perhaps their difficulty
which most encouraged us to try...

After having dismantled the old Association of
Emergency Medicine (SEMU) (because of its rigid-
ity and exclusively work-oriented restrictions), we
were able to apply the recent statutes and found
the new SEMES at a meeting involving 14 persons
held in a hotel in Madrid in the autumn of 1987,
postponing the holding of a congress several
months to allow the Board of Directors to be
democratically elected. Carlos Buisdn was chosen
to organise — in only six months - an event of pe-
culiar characteristics on the modern discipline, the
existence and future of which the technopharma-
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Figure 2. Posters announcing the 20 SEMES congresses.
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