EDITORIAL

EMERGER Project: first outcome assessment

Oscar MIRO, GuiLLERMO BURILLO, SANTIAGO TOMAS, MiqueL SANCHEZ, AnDRés PACHECO

Editorial Committee of EMERGENCIAS, Spain.

A year and a half after the launching of the
EMERGER Project’, it is now time to make the first
evaluation of the steps taken to date, analyse the
results achieved and inform our readers as to the
actions that will be taken by the Editorial Board of
EMERGENCIAS.

In the first issue of this year?, we announced
the initiation and consolidation of a series of ac-
tions aimed at modernising both the formal ap-
pearance and the content of the journal and its
diffusion to bring it up to the current standards of
scientific biomedical publications. Although some
of these actions will be fulfilled over the present
year, we would like to analyse the results achieved
during 2007, the first year of the EMERGER Pro-
ject, from a more objective point of view. In brief,
the analysis will be divided into three differentiat-
ed sections: the interest demonstrated by our
readers, the dynamics of the editorial work and
the final quality of the edited product.

With respect to the interest demonstrated by
our readers, this may be inferred with two meas-
ures. The first is through the number of consulta-
tions made to the website of EMERGENCIAS dur-
ing 2007. Our website was acceded on 264,871
occasions in 2007 (representing an increase of
120% over the entries made in 2006 during
which time 120,634 consultations were received).
A total of 424,016 pages were consulted (an in-
crease of 66% compared to the 255,852 pages of
2006). Electronic diffusion of biomedical publica-
tions is undoubtedly of capital importance and it
is very encouraging to see the growth rate
achieved by EMERGENCIAS last year. In the near
future we will analyse this electronic diffusion of
EMERGENCIAS in internet more in depth. The
second way of evaluating the interest aroused by
EMERGENCIAS is to analyse the number of articles

sent by investigators for hypothetical publication.
As has been previously commented?, the number
of manuscripts received during 2007 rose 25%
with respect to the previous year, and this in-
crease reached 71% if we specifically take into ac-
count the number of original investigations sent
to the journal. We therefore seem to be on the
right path.

The dynamics of the editorial work has also
undergone changes, although the total time from
when the manuscript arrives to the editorial office
of EMERGENCIAS to publication (or definitive re-
jection) has not substantially modified: from an
average 225 days during the period 2003-2006 to
219 days in 2007%. However, on reviewing the
main components of these times®, a different per-
formance can be seen: the time of reviewer as-
signment has been reduced (from 26 to 22 days;
15% reduction) as has reviewer response (from 42
to 17 days; 60% reduction). The time for editorial
decision has increased (from 55 to 80 days, 45%
increase) while the time to publication has re-
mained similar (from 102 to 100 days; 2% reduc-
tion). We believe that there are reasonable expla-
nations for each of these changes based on the
knowledge that this Editorial Committee has on
the inside aspects of the process. Thus, while
awaiting the implementation of automatic docu-
ment management, the improvement in the time
of reviewer assignment and their response may be
attributed to the joint effort of the editorial secre-
tariat work, the conscientiousness of our reviewers
and the supervision of the editorial staff. On the
other hand, the lengthening in the time to edito-
rial decision, although clearly undesirable and ex-
cessive, entails a meticulous editorial process of
the studies by which they are enriched, adding to
their quality. Thus, authors are requested to make
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corrections on 3 or 4 occasions prior to definitive
acceptation. This process will accelerate over time
due to both an improvement in the editorial dy-
namics and a greater initial quality of the manu-
scripts. We would, therefore, like to stimulate au-
thors to make the maximum effort in the
preparation of their articles before sending them
in, while also begging for their comprehension in
relation to the demands made by the Editorial
Committee. Lastly, with respect to the time to
publication, this is expected to be shortened after
this year since the annual content of our journal
has been expanded by 25%, from 354 pages in
2007 to 444 pages at the end of this year’. How-
ever, this is only the intention since if the number
the manuscripts sent to the editorial office of
EMERGENCIAS? continues to follow the current
pace, the volume of the final studies to be pub-
lished will also be greater and, perhaps, new
measures for reducing this time will have to be
considered.

Finally, we will briefly discuss the results of the
quality of the final product edited. Concerning
the new appearance of EMERGENCIAS, it is you
the readers who have the final word as to the
changes introduced. Within the field of objective
quality it is not the intention of this editorial to
carry out an exhaustive study of the many param-
eters (production, circulation, consumption, reper-
cussion) that may be analysed in scientific publi-
cation. Although the excessive use and often
erroneous interpretation of the impact factor has
always been criticised, it is probably the indicator
of repercussion which best translates, in a single
parameter, the global quality of a journal*®. There-
fore, with this in mind,, during 2007 EMERGEN-
CIAS received 12 registered citations by the ISI
Web of Knowledge in its Web of Science® data-
base corresponding to 11 studies published in
EMERGENCIAS during 2006 and 20077". Since
EMERGENCIAS published a total of 101 citable
studies during these two years, the estimated im-
pact factor of EMERGENCIAS for 2007 was 0.118,
representing an increase of 188% with respect to
the 0.041'® estimated in 2006 (Figure 1). For
those who are accustomed to this parameter, the
impact factor of EMERGENCIAS may seem to be
small. However, it must be taken into account
that the citations of articles published in EMER-
GENCIAS produced in the journal itself (self-cita-
tion) are not counted by the ISI Web of Knowl-
edge because EMERGENCIAS is not included in
this database. Therefore, if we included the 47
self-citations made in 2007 in the calculation, the
impact factor would rise to 0.578, representing an
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Figure 1. Evolution of the impact factor of EMERGENCIAS
with (above) and without (below) self-citations.

increase of 278% compared to the figure report-
ed in 2006 (Figure T1). This value is thereby be-
ginning to be comparable to that of the 11 jour-
nals indexed in the section Emergency Medicine
of the ISI, whose impact factor for 2006 ranged
from 3.120 for the American Annals of Emergency
Medicine to 0.645 of the German Der Un-
fallchirurg (at the time of this editorial the impact
factors of these journals corresponding to 2007
were not available)™.

Apart from this exercise in internal accounting
we should consider the objective results which will
lead toward complete recognition of EMERGEN-
CIAS. It is therefore our pleasure to inform our
readers that since only a few weeks ago our jour-
nal is mentioned in the SciELO (Scientific Electron-
ic Library Online; virtual library of Spanish scientific
journals of health sciences) and DIABLNET (virtual
library of scientific articles in the Spanish lan-
guage), and our request for incorporation into the
repertory of journals of the CUIDEN base (data-
base of nursing in the Spanish language) is cur-
rently under evaluation. These inclusions, together
with our presence since many years ago in the
indice Médico Espafiol (IME) and the indice Bibli-
ografico Espafiol en Ciencias de la Salud (IBECS),
will complete our presence in the national data-
bases of greatest use. Before the end of 2008, we
will have applied for the incorporation of EMER-
GENCIAS in the international databases EMBASE
and CINAHL. Based on the result of these applica-
tions and provided that the bibliometric parame-
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ters of EMERGENCIAS continue to improve along
these lines, the Editorial Committee intends to ap-
ply to MedLine for evaluation and thereafter to the
ISI, both of which are undoubtedly the two reper-
tories of biomedical journals of the greatest pres-
tige worldwide. This is the last objective of the
EMERGER Project: for EMERGENCIAS to become
part of the cast of the best medical publications in
the world. It will take time but we will do it. In the
meantime all the actors involved have to join
forces to achieve the targets that have been set.
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